SERMON NOTES                       1-10-10

HOPE

“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with the right hand of my righteousness."  Isaiah 41:10

“It’s Lonely Leading The Parade”

It's easy to start the new year jaundiced and discouraged.

 

Do you want to have a sure-proof way to keep your New Year's resolutions?

 

If that didn't encourage you, probably a reminder of how quickly time moves will not encourage you either.

This year DCF will focus on "REBUILDING YOUR HOPE IN 2010".  The sermons the first four months will all be a Biblical study of how three men:  Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah led the rebuilding of hope for their nation,

1.  They felt a mission.

2.  They moved out in courage.

3.  They faced major obstacles

If you are the one leading the rebuilding of hope in your work-place, your home, your family, your Church Group, or even in your own life--it can be very lonely. 
 

EVEN THE ONE LEADING THE PARADE OF HOPE NEEDS SUPPORT!
1.  One great area of support is:  It is God's will that you have HOPE.

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and to put it in writing:  Ezra 1:1

The Word of God is filled with passages of hope and anticipation.

1.  Jeremiah promised the land would re resettled and the temple built.  (II Chronicles 36:21-22)

2.  Cyrus, probably influenced by Daniel, was named by Isaiah 200 years before his birth as God's instrument to have 

     Jerusalem rebuilt.  (Isaiah 44:28, 45:1)
The Lord has great promises for you that He wants you to receive.

1.  Hebrews 13:5b-8 tells us four great reasons for hope.

a. God will not leave His believers

b. God will ultimately rule our life.

c. God will bless you just like He blessed other faithful people.

d. Jesus never changes.

2.  A second great area of support is:  God will accomplish 'rebuilding hope' using every resource available.

"This is what Cyrus king of Persia says:  " 'The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Anyone of his people among you—may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem. 4 And the people of any place where survivors may now be living are to provide him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.'"  Ezra 1:2-4
                

He will raise leaders, he will change kingdoms, and will even raise the money to help you rebuild hope.

 

He is always the Lord God of heaven.  He changed His relationship with the Hebrews but stands ready to reestablish His throne in Jerusalem and rule the entire earth.

 

*The Word of God is a patchwork of people, places, events, and happenings that has been sewn together by God to produce a spiritual quilt called HOPE!

Words are one of the most powerful things in our life and Jesus is the Living Word, the Bible is the written Word, and there is great power in the Word.
3.  The third great area of support is: those who lead the parade of hope have God's presence.

Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites—everyone whose heart God had moved—prepared to go up and build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem. 6 All their neighbors assisted them with articles of silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with valuable gifts, in addition to all the freewill offerings. 7 Moreover, King Cyrus brought out the articles belonging to the temple of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and had placed in the temple of his god. 8 Cyrus king of Persia had them brought by Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah.  9 This was the inventory: gold dishes 30 silver dishes 1,000 silver pans 29 gold bowls 30 matching silver bowls 410 other articles 1,000’

In all, there were 5,400 articles of gold and of silver. Sheshbazzar brought all these along when the exiles came up from Babylon to Jerusalem.  Ezra 1:5-11

The offer was to every Hebrew to return peacefully--years before the hard times for Hebrews during the life of Esther.

God had preserved many of the original temple vessels and Cyrus sent those along to be in the Temple.

 

God gives us the constant opportunity to rebuild hope and for those who take hold of it--He will give bearable times and cherished memories to encourage you.  Most of all--He gives you Himself!
APPLICATION:

In 1991, Mark Wellman, a paraplegic man, paralyzed from the waist down, climbed Half Dome Mountain  in Yosemite National Park.   It took two weeks of grueling, dangerously tedious work for Wellman to inch his way up the mountain and into the history books.  How did he accomplish such an amazing feat?  He had a little help:  Mark Corbett--Yosemite's most experienced rock climber.

 

When we need a rebirth of hope.  When we financially have no legs to stand on; when our family has become paralyzed by dysfunction; when our ministry or Church group has landed on its back; when our work-place is immobile from fear; when your home has become an inactivity center; or when your life's hope has been fractured, you have a little help.

JESUS CHRIST--God's answer to hopelessness,
PRAYER:

Lord, I desire to have more hope than I have.  I want to pick up the challenge to rebuild hope in my life this year but I know that real hope comes from you.  Let me keep my eyes on you and off of me.  Let me lead 'my parade of hope' by hanging onto you.  Lead on 'Oh, King Eternal' Lord Jesus.  Amen  
