                                   SERMON NOTES                       1-17-10
HOPE

“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with the right hand of my righteousness."  Isaiah 41:10

“DETERMINE TO LET GOD LEAD YOU TO HOPE”

We have an ongoing temptation to focus on the ways we displease God and how He is punishing us. 
This is intensified when we have troubles, big concerns or failures in our lives.  

You may have ended 2009 thinking you had been disciplined and spanked by God -- most of the year.  

But it is vital for us to have Godly thinking in this area so we can capture God’s gift of hope. 

First, you are a part of God’s family.  The same voice that spoke over the baptism of Jesus - “This is my son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased” - (Matthew 3:17) said that over your baptism, because you joined His family.  You became a part of His kingdom, and you belong to God.  

Second, God extends mercy, care and forgiveness even before we ask.  (Luke 15:20-21)

Third, Jesus came to save your life - not condemn it. (John 3:17)

God has such an Almighty plan for your life that the smartest thing you can do is to let Him rebuild your hope. 


- Our challenge is to determine that God can and will rebuild our hope and then LET HIM DO IT.
1.    Realize God never gives up on His children!  
 “ 1 Now these are the people of the province who came up from the captivity of the exiles, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taken captive to Babylon (they returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own town, 2 in company with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum and Baanah)” Ezra 2:1-2
In the darkest days of the fall of Judah to Babylon, even before the exile in Babylon or the exile in Persia - God wanted His people to CLAIM HOPE.
Jeremiah was the verbal vision God used to tell them they would return to the land.  
In Jeremiah 32 - Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, Jeremiah was under arrest, the King was angry at Jeremiah, and God told him to buy a field in Anathoth.  He bought it, stored the deed in a clay jar because Jews would buy and sell land again in Judah.  After the punishment for idolatry, God would restore  their hope—because they are God’s people.  

36 "You are saying about this city, 'By the sword, famine and plague it will be handed over to the king of Babylon'; but this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 37 I will surely gather them from all the lands where I banish them in my furious anger and great wrath; I will bring them back to this place and let them live in safety. 38 They will be my people, and I will be their God.  Jeremiah 32:36-38
 If we watch with our eyes, listen with our ears and seek God’s direction - in the darkest moments God will send a message - of hope.

Hang onto Me.  Realize I have your future (a blessed, fruitful future) mapped out for you.  Hold to me and I will give it to you.  

Ezra 2:23 tells us that 128 families returned to the city of Anathoth and one of them would farm the field Jeremiah had purchased. 

Claim the fact that God restores hope for the willing. 

64 The whole company numbered 42,360, 65 besides their 7,337 menservants and maidservants; and they also had 200 men and women singers. 66 They had 736 horses, 245 mules, 67 435 camels and 6,720 donkeys.   Ezra 2:64-67
The people who chose to return all tell their unique story of hope.  
Priests - No temple only a promise.
The singers –Praise and rejoicing would be present.
Gate keepers, and servants of the Temple - They would build what they would care for.
Servants of Solomon commissioned to serve first but now committed to serve.
They illustrate one great principle of Godly hope. 
“God wants our hearts - not our tithes.”
Those who hope with their hearts know we answer ultimately to God.  II Corinthians 5:10
Those who hope with their hearts realize it is God’s fire that judges our works. I Corinthians 3:10b-13
Those who hope with their hearts know who their Father is. 
Give God the glory for your hope.
 68 When they arrived at the house of the LORD in Jerusalem, some of the heads of the families gave freewill offerings toward the rebuilding of the house of God on its site. 69 According to their ability they gave to the treasury for this work 61,000 drachmas of gold, 5,000 minas of silver and 100 priestly garments.  70 The priests, the Levites, the singers, the gatekeepers and the temple servants settled in their own towns, along with some of the other people, and the rest of the Israelites settled in their towns.  Ezra 2:68-70

All who returned shared in the celebration and joy of the great offering from leaders and from Persia.  Those who had no offering celebrated and rejoiced along side those who gave. 
APPLICATION:

“Our hope truly rests in God - God has granted us His blessing.  We read in I John 3 these words, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are!  The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.  But we know that when he appears we shall be like him for we shall see him as he is.”  

Father Henri Nouwen writes, “’You are my beloved and on you my favor rests’ is what God says to each human being.  We have an identity and a birthright given to us by the one who created and loves us.  This blessing and essential birthright is hard to hear above all the other voices of our lives, the voices that shout, ‘You are no good, you are worthless, you are ugly, nobody cares about you’”

 Somebody does care about us.  God does.

It is hard to walk away from the hope God wants to give us. 
PRAYER:

        

Dear Heavenly Father, 

I am so thrilled that you desire me to find hope in You.  Lord, help me to not look down while I’m upset or depressed but to look up.  To declare with David, “I lift my eyes to the hills from where my help comes from.  My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.”  May I find my hope by looking up and talking with you.  

P.S.  Thanks for listening.  In Jesus Name, Amen 
