“DROWN OUT THE BOOS”

The major hurdles facing the rebuilding of hope in our lives are:

Paralization because of problems - immobilization

Radically reduced expectations - not motivated

Lack of a clear sense of future directions—inactivity 

The Dachshund Dilemma - living in the past

What is the Dachshund Dilemma?

An old poem explains that the Dachshund is long of body and short of legs.  It says:

There was a dachshund, once so long, he hadn’t any notion how long 
it took to notify his tail of his emotion; and so it happened, while his eyes were filled with woe and sadness, his little tail went wagging on 
because of  previous gladness. 

So it is very tempting to wag our tails not because of what is happening now, but because of past good experiences.  We begin to live in the past unable to move forward. 

The questions are:

How do we revive our life’s hope when we think our better days were in the past?

How do we rebuild hope when we feel our present situation is only a shell of our previous situation?

This was the situation facing Zerubbabel and the returning Israelites.  The city of Jerusalem was rubble, unoccupied, and destroyed.  They had been sent to rebuild it facing tremendous resistance.  

What is the solution?  How do you rebuild hope if the present seems so much worse than the past?

We must have a clear mission that we are to live in hope! (Ezra 3:1-6)

The people understood they had to have a plan.  

They built, repaired, and fixed up homes. 

They studied the Word of God.  It was sufficient.

They built an altar– the Old Testament symbol of the cross-so they met around the symbol of Christ and His atoning death-just as we meet today. 
We must have a plan to rebuild our hope.
Often we have to handle emergencies that our losses have created. 

The Word of God is still our answer book. 

We must not neglect meeting around the cross of Christ and focus on His atoning death. 

We must not isolate ourselves from those who are also rebuilding hope.  (Ezra 3:7-10)

They duplicated what had worked previously.  

The people rejoiced over every victory.  They had not only built an altar and laid a foundation but they rejoiced as though the entire temple had been built.  
They multiplied their rejoicing until everyone took their place.  
Nothing is accomplished by rejecting previously successful ways.  
Celebrate every victory.
Praise God for each new step of hope He gives you.
We must never give in to the naysayers.  (Ezra 3:11-13)
Two groups of people went to rebuild the temple:
- The younger people who had never seen Solomon’s Temple-
who were enthusiastically praising God and God was blessing 
them.

 -The old-timers who remembered how beautiful Solomon’s Temple was and constantly discouraged everyone else. 

 - The one group cheered and the other wept and it produced a tremendous noise. 

They rebuilt the temple on the very same foundation Solomon had built  but  some were still sad and seemingly hopeless. 

God sent a message from Haggai –Keep building!  (Haggai 2:2-4)

God sent a message to Zerubbabel— Keep building! (Haggai 2:23)

God sends His message to you—Keep building!  ( John 9:4)

God sends His message—we are chosen— Keep ministering! (Ephesians 1:4)
APPLICATION:

You cannot let the naysayers of your life be the first, last or the most important peple you listen to.  You have to determine they will not lead your thoughts—even if it is your negative thoughts!

We rebuild hope by holding onto God and others who are rebuilding hope!

Even geese know that . Watch a large flock of Canadian geese winging their way in a V formant in to the north or south.  We’re told that when a goose gets sick, or perhaps is wounded by a shot, it never falls from formation by itself.  Two other geese also fall out of formation with it and follow the ailing goose down to the ground,  One of them is very often the mate of the wounded bird, since geese mate for life and are extremely loyal to their mates. Once on the ground, the healthy birds help protect the wounded bird and care for him as much as possible , even to the point of throwing themselves between the weakened bird and possible predators. They stay with him until he is either able to fly, or until he is dead.  Then, and only then, do they launch out on their own.  In most cases, they wait for another group of geese to fly overhead and they join them, adding to the safety and flying efficiency of their numbers.  

As the great Christian hymn reminds us—you have  been built on HOPE!

The Church’s One Foundation

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ Her Lord.  She is His new creation, by water and the Word. From Heaven He came and sought her, To be His holy bride. With His own blood He brought her, and for her life He died.   

Elect from every nation, Yet one o’er all the earth. Her charter of salvation, One Lord, one faith, one birth.  One Holy Name she blesses, Partakes one Holy food. And to one hope she presses. With every grace endued.    

JESUS IS OUR HOPE!

PRAYER: Lord, let me constantly screen the voices I hear so that I hear your encouragement!  Let me remember that you chose me, gave me a task to do for you, and will always be my encourager.  Let me cling close enough to You to always hear Your voice and Your words.  In Jesus I Pray, Amen
