“RESISTING THE PRESSURE”

Motivation is a billion dollar industry in our nation:
Motivation to buy or sell 

Motivation to increase productivity or sales

Motivation to do good things, not so good things, and even bad things. 

Advertisers, lobbyists, writers, teachers, musicians, coaches, politicians, religious leaders, and a host of others are motivators. 

There have been extremely crazy things done to motivate people.  

Maybe you have felt that you need to motivate yourself this year!  Perhaps you have said, “I must motivate myself to do the things I know I ought to do.”  Self-motivation is often even tricky than trying to motivate others.  

Self-motivation demands a foundation—a base of hope. 

Self-motivation demands an enticement—a reason for hope. 

Self-motivation demands a bigger picture—a reason to say—”It’s not all about me.”

The rebuilding of the city and the temple reached such a point of opposition that the building had to stop!  
The opponents used 3 weapons to undermine the rebuilding: Ezra 4:4-5,

Discouragement 

Fear

Frustration 

The work stopped for over 8 years but ht motivation to build never died in the hearts and minds of the people. 

Why would it stay through such an upsetting time?

Because the attempts to frustrate rebuilding of hope can be met with the realization God has His hand on you. 

Jeremiah who prophesied this rebuilding would happen spelled out why he was a prophet.  Jeremiah 1:4-5

David had clearly said that was true for every one of us. Psalm 139:13-16

The leaders met the opponents of their plan head-on. 

1 When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the exiles were building a temple for the LORD, the God of Israel, 2 they came to Zerubbabel and to the heads of the families and said, "Let us help you build because, like you, we seek your God and have been sacrificing to him since the time of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us here."  3 But Zerubbabel, Jeshua and the rest of the heads of the families of Israel answered, "You have no part with us in building a temple to our God. We alone will build it for the LORD, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia, commanded us."        Ezra 4:1-3

They heard a request for help but realized and said these who do not worship Jehovah as the Bible commands can not be the ones to help rebuild the temple. 

The temptation to lay aside your rebuilt hope will be subtle, often disguised as something to help you, but long-term will lead to your losing all hope.  
There is a basis of hope - 
A) God will redeem His people.  Isaiah 62:1

B) Jesus has commissioned us with all authority.  Matthew 28:18-20

Because the use of fear to scare away rebuilding hope can be met with the realization; God has set you apart.  
Two organized attempts to stop the progress of rebuilding has mixed results.  
A) The first letter fell of deaf ears. 

B) The second letter sent to an imposter, a puppet king produced a temporary setback. 

Selective memories, biased research, and long-held bigotries led to what seemed a success for the opponents.  Ezra 4:12-16
The children of Israel held onto two great principles that we still can use when the world “piles on” to get its way.   
A) They believed God had set them apart for a job. 

B) They realized God had called 50,000 unique people to complete a unique job.

C) You are unique also and set apart by God to accomplish tasks. 

As long as you have breath your job is not done!
Because frustration of the immediate plan does not eliminate the plan!

The letter arrived from the pseudo-King and it was quickly served to the builders.  Ezra 4:18-23

But they never stopped building in their hearts and minds.  

Helen Halvner spoke of how she survived Auchwitz.  Let me share some insights.  Let me share another story from another concentration camp—Buchenwald. 

We can also be in situations where we are not appreciated through even if we are doing the best we can.  We can be caring for aging parents, raising our special needs children, being a single parent with great responsibilities, or working against great odds to improve our church, our community, our city, or our state.  This time of thankless ministry does not mean God doesn’t have a plan for you.  

APPLICATION:  

Nothing speaks stronger that the royal decree did not stop the desire to build than the last verse of this chapter.

24 Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusalem came to a standstill until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.  Ezra 4:24

Realize, Ezra wrote this part of the story as pause not a stop.  This sentence as a command not a period.  

The work came to a standstill until the 2nd year of the reign of Darius. 

A) No time line.

B) No sense of failure.

C) Only a pause until they could start building again. 

HANG IN THERE - GOD WILL NOT LET YOU DOWN!
PRAYER:  

Lord, help me to realize that everyone will not become excited when I become excited.  Help me to remember that opposition to the rebuilding of my hope does not mean I am wrong.  Let me focus on the fact you have your hand on me, that you have set me apart, and the plans you have for me will never be thwarted.  Let me stand there. In Christ Jesus, Amen 

