 

“Rebuilding Hope Means Depending on God”

  (Finding God’s Will)
An Article in Sports Illustrated told the story of the top place kicker in the U. S. being recruited by Florida State.  
When asked how he would handle the situation if he was the only Florida State player sent out on the kickoff to the University of Miami; he said, “If I couldn’t kick it out of the end zone, I’d make the tackle!”
 Determination may start with a belief in yourself—Ezra went to the king to ask for permission to go to Judah, recruit people, and tell the king he did not need a military escort.—but determination gains its real power when it is directed by God. 
When you look for the answers from God in the words of God you are bound to find the HOPE of God.  
 Depending on God leads to a God-fueled determination. 

God-fueled determination will lead you to succeed at whatever you attempt. 

 

How can depending on God lead to determined success?.  

Depending on God helps you maintain the right focus. 

 

15 I assembled them at the canal that flows toward Ahava, and we camped there three days. When I checked among the people and the priests, I found no Levites there.
Ezra 8:15

18 Because the gracious hand of our God was on us, they brought us Sherebiah, a capable man, from the descendants of Mahli son of Levi, the son of Israel, and Sherebiah's sons and brothers, 18 men; 19 and Hashabiah, together with Jeshaiah from the descendants of Merari, and his brothers and nephews, 20 men.  Ezra 8:18-19
 Ezra assembled all the people who were going back with him to Judah and he did a final inventory.  He did not have enough Levites to go back with him. 
 He summoned a team around him, trained them how to present the need for Levites, and trusted the results to God.  

 

 “GOD DID NOT FAIL THEM!”

 

Realize God will use your focus to help you win your victories.
Mark Sanborn writes in  You Don’t Need A Title To Be A Leader : 

 “focus and determination beat brains and intellect every time”. 
Any athlete who has medaled the last two weeks of the Winter

 Olympics will tell you how important it was to focus. 
Any business person who has weathered the storms of the past two years will tell you how important it was to focus. 
Any follower of Jesus can have that same successful focus if depending on God and serving Jesus is the most important thing in your life.

Depending on God allows you to face  forward. 

 

22 I was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen to protect us from enemies on the road, because we had told the king, "The gracious hand of our God is on everyone who looks to him, but his great anger is against all who forsake him." 23 So we fasted and petitioned our God about this, and he answered our prayer  
Ezra 8:21-23
 Starting out on a 900-mile four-month journey through dangerous and difficult territory, Ezra kept all 2,000 people focused forward.
Not a word that he had changed his mind and they would now take the military escort.  It must have been tempting.

 They were moving 25 tons of silver; 4 tons of gold; 4 tons of silver articles; and 22 special gold and polished bronze articles.  
He called a fast prayer meeting so all would be humbled enough to receive God’s direction
The Hebrews  word for “journey” literally means ‘a direction’ set by God.  
 The result of looking forward is God answered their prayer. 

The most powerful influence for most of us in decision making is-“the past”.
 A new guiding principle in sociology is called “The Second Chance Theory”.  The hypothesis of this theory is that children from more fortunate families are invariably given a second chance as an armada of lawyers and psychologists rush to his or her aid.  They more frequently succeed.  
 But in our life God is the master of second chance. 

 

 


                              
 

18 "Come now, let us reason together,"says the LORD. "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. 19 If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land;   Isaiah  1:18-19
 34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' because they will all know  me, from the least of them to the greatest,"declares the LORD."For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."    
Jeremiah 31:34
12But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God




Hebrews 10:12

 

God has based His whole relationship with a Christian believer on the fact we can be “Born Again”.

 

3. Depending on God allows you to live in faith.

 

 31 On the twelfth day of the first month we set out from the Ahava Canal to go to Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on us, and he protected us from enemies and bandits along the way. 32 So we arrived in Jerusalem, where we rested three days.  33 On the fourth day, in the house of our God, we weighed out the silver and gold and the sacred articles into the hands of Meremoth son of Uriah, the priest. Eleazar son of Phinehas was with him, and so were the Levites Jozabad son of Jeshua and Noadiah son of Binnui. 34 Everything was accounted for by number and weight, and the entire weight was recorded at that time.  35 Then the exiles who had returned from captivity sacrificed burnt offerings to the God of Israel: twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven male lambs and, as a sin offering, twelve male goats. All this was a burnt offering to the LORD.

Ezra 8:31-35

 

The 900-mile journey was over, everyone was safe, and all the donations had stayed safe. 
They rested three days, gave all the offerings and donations to the Temple priests, and for the first time in their lives sacrificed in the Temple.

It was a sacrifice of faith.  Although this group only occupied two of the 12 tribal lands of the Israelites, they sacrificed for all 12 tribes.
 You and I want to be like Ezra.  We want to believe in a loving God who watches over us and provides for our every need-but sometimes life is hard. 

 

 Charles Beard, famous historian, tells us one lesson from history is: “When it is dark enough you can see the stars.”
Psalm 147:4 tells us we can see the stars, but God has numbered and named them.
 4 He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name.
Psalm 147:4
 He knows the darkness over your life right now. He knows your problems.  He has numbered them, named them and wants to help you solve them.

 

APPLICATION: 

· Not giving up in the face of any obstacle leads to the greatest level of restored Hope:
 God blesses you with the unexpected, the unanticipated but a  blessing that is always just right.  
PRAYER:

Lord, as I lean on You more and more I find myself more balanced and more focused than ever.  Allow me Lord to hold out every need, every fear, and every challenge and give them directly to You.  Help me Lord to learn personal determination through Godly dependency.  Help me see that You are my mental, emotional, and spiritual fuel.  Thank You for filling me with Your determination.  

In Jesus Name, Amen  

  

 

