HOPE

“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with the right hand of my righteousness."  

Isaiah 41:10

 

“DON’T RUN AWAY FROM YOUR PROBLEMS”
Do you realize the value of a good story?

Scientist Gregory Bateson wrote in Mind In Nature  a fictitious story about scientists designing a software program that makes computers function more like the human minds…...and …….

Peg Newhauser said: “Story telling is the single most powerful form of human communication.  It is the primary tool that human beings use to pass on their cultures.  We can use it to inspire, teach, comfort, and entertain.  Or we can use it to destroy, stir up hate, and demoralize.  Jesus Christ and Adolf Hitler were both great story tellers and it is in our hands to decide how we use this powerful tool.    

The Hebrews were splendid story tellers and still are. 

The Hebrew prophets came to remind the people that they had been commissioned by the King to come and rebuild the temple.    Ezra 5:1-2    

The encouragement as well as the help of the prophets was all they needed to start building again. 


It is the same voice of encouragement we hear today. 

The story of Gladys Aylward was made into the movie, “The Inn of the Sixth Happiness” and as she was leading 94 orphans over the mountain to safety she became discouraged.  A 13 year-old girl in the group reminded her of the story of Moses and Israelites crossing the Red Sea.  “But I’m not Moses” Gladys cried in desperation. “Of course you aren’t”, the girl said “BUT JEHOVAH IS STILL GOD!”

That is the message of today.  When you allow the enemies of your process of rebuilding hope to silence you, cause you to run away, or just cause you to sulk and be upset - you are not listening to the right voice.  God is not selfish about giving you what you need in just the way you need it. 

 

God is on your side and will defend you.  (Ezra 5:3-5)

The authorities alerted by the enemies of the Israelites came to investigate and they heard the whole story. 

 

 

When you honestly defend yourself - the Lord will give you charity, help, and protection.  “the eye of God” watched over them so the building could continue.  

Then a third letter was sent, only this time to a real King - - King Darius.  They freely quote the Israelites in the letter because they did not believe their story and they asked for proof.  (Ezra 5:11-14 and 17)

The Christian faith is not a philosophy, but a story.  Great philosophers Ike Socrates, Buddha, Emerson, and Dr. Phil (?), come to understand many great truths.  But Christian faith is based on historical events recorded in the Word of God and Word made flesh, Jesus Christ.  The first creed of the Church assimilated after the Bible was complete states a series of facts based on historical events. 

 

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy (Ghost), born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and buried; (He descended into hell).  The third day He arose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy (Ghost); the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.”  These are not principles about life great minds have discerned.  These are historical truths that have been revealed.  Christian faith is not a philosophy, it is a story.  And it is a story that is true for you.  The Israelites freely told their story.  If you want to comfort those who would continue to steal your hope, then at every offering, at every communion service, after every praise time, and at the end of every sermon - tell your story.  

 

“I was once had a share to sin and death, but a man named Jesus came down from heaven to live here and give His life on my behalf.  It is my story of deliverance.  It is my story of Jesus defending me.  It is my story of everlasting hope.  

 
God has made a covenant with you and He will never break it.  (Ezra 6:15)

 

 

The Israelites were in the right place at the right time - in fact they were right where God wanted them but they were discouraged.  

We can face the same, be in the position God wants us to be but not in the condition he wants.  God is with His people-His will is going to get done.  

A discovery was made - the enemy should have left well enough alone - he stuck both feet into his mouth.  

 

RESULT: 

The King ordered that no one stop or impede the building. 

He ordered them to collect all their taxes and give them to the builders.  Purchase everything they need - even animals to sacrifice.  

He said those who disobey would be killed and their property destroyed.  

He decreed this was a powerful God and like his ancestor Cyrus—he wanted a blessing from this God.  

 

God has made a covenant with you.  He has promised you a host of great blessings but they require us to:

Run to Him - -not away from Him. 

Speak out for Him—tell our story - - never be silent. 

Turn sorrow into joy - - turn resentment into rejoicing. 

 

APPLICATION: 

The temple was built (Ezra 6:14)

The temple was dedicated (Ezra 6:16)

They celebrated the Passover in the House of God (Ezra 6:22)

 

When you resume what God has called you to do—it will get done. 

Then you can rejoice and dedicate it to the Lord. 

Weekly you can remind yourself in the Christian Passover—Jesus took my sins—He died for me and I live because of Him. 

 

There are times when our health, our understanding, our body, or our will not allow any philosophy or philosopher to touch us. 

 

There’s not a philosopher in earth who could comfort us at a time like that.  But on a lonely hill overlooking Jerusalem hangs a man on a cross who says to us, “See how much I love you”.  Christian faith isn’t a philosophy; it is our response to a historical event, the Christ event.  The message of that event has been constant through the ages; it is the story of God’s love for fallen humanity.  “I love to tell the story, ’twill be my theme in glory, to tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love.” 

 

PRAYER:  

Sometimes my life seems tougher than I am.  I melt under the pressure. I grieve over my hurts, I struggle for direction, and I want to just run away.  Remind me Lord, if I run away from my problems then I need to run right to you.  Because you will take each  one, and defend me all that time.  You are so wondrous—there is no one like you!  Love from me - Amen

 

