SERMON NOTES                      3-14-2010
HOPE

“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with the right hand of my righteousness."  

Isaiah 41:10

“Rebuilding Hope Means God Gets Everything”

Rebuilding hope means we have to surrender everything to God.  

Some things are easy to give to God.  We have tired of them and the hold they have on our lives. 

We have lost so much that we give God everything that caused our loss and hurt.

We have gotten too tired, too upset or even too old to want to do those things anymore. 

But some things have just as much of a hold on us now as ever. 

We need to remember that “when we play with sin it will take us down.” 

To be human is to be tempted but God has a way of escape and He wants us to find it. 

God has a series of blessings and victories designed just for you  Every area you do not surrender to God will minimize your blessings and poison your victories.  

Because God cannot bless misdeeds!  

 1 After these things had been done, the leaders came to me and said, "The people of Israel, including the priests and the Levites, have not kept themselves separate from the neighboring peoples with their detestable practices, like those of the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites. 2 They have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, and have mingled the holy race with the peoples around them. And the leaders and officials have led the way in this unfaithfulness."  3 When I heard this, I tore my tunic and cloak, pulled hair from my head and beard and sat down appalled. 4 Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel gathered around me because of this unfaithfulness of the exiles. And I sat there appalled until the evening sacrifice.








Ezra 9:1-4

It had been a rapid series of victories for Ezra and his exiles: safe trip (9 months), safe arrival, rest, offerings all delivered, sacrifices for their first time in the Temple, and all the political connections made for safety and provision.   

It all looked great. 

Then the reports filtered back—the people had not separated themselves from the pagan nations—they intermarried pagans. 

Literally there was idol worship in several Israelite homes.

It probably began in that 10 years that the Temple building stopped. 

They had gotten discouraged and let their guard down. 

It happened on every level: Priests, Levites, and the people. 

It is true to be human is to be tempted.  We do wander into darkness.  Sexual immorality, greed, envy are all part of the human experience. 

It has been said by a person under pressure: “opportunity only knocked once, but temptations repeatedly beat my door down.”

Greed can come disguised as God’s blessing. 

Immorality as something just offered to me. 

Envy as my desire to achieve more. 

Ezra saw it for what it was: the Achilles heel of the Israelites in the country God gave to them—the refusal to worship God alone and allowing marriage to head them into idolatry. 

We need to follow this advice:  There is simply no scenario where sin improves our life.  It may give us a temporary high, an adrenalin rush,  but we will eventually grieve the day we first gave into that temptation. 

Because Sin has terrible ‘paybacks’.

 5 Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-abasement, with my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my hands spread out to the LORD my God 6 and prayed: "O my God, I am too ashamed and disgraced to lift up my face to you, my God, because our sins are higher than our heads and our guilt has reached to the heavens. 7 From the days of our forefathers until now, our guilt has been great. Because of our sins, we and our kings and our priests have been subjected to the sword and captivity, to pillage and humiliation at the hand of foreign kings, as it is today.







Ezra 9:5-7

This is the first of three great Biblically recorded prayers of this time period:  The prayer of Ezra in Ezra 9; the prayer of the Levites in Nehemiah 9, and the prayer of Daniel in Daniel 9.
Ezra:

States the sin and consequences for his nation. 

Praises God for his blessings—but asks, “when will your

        patience wear out ?”

Says, “Lord we did it again.”

One thing for us to remember is that temptation is strong but God is stronger.  Do your part to remove yourself from temptation and God will help you overcome it . 

It has never been more true than right now that ……No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up
        under it. 









1 Corinthians 10:13

Confess your sin, pray for forgiveness, seek the Lord, and if you are in a place where you are being tempted—get out of there.

Because true revival only comes after genuine confession .

 1 While Ezra was praying and confessing, weeping and throwing himself down before the house of God, a large crowd of Israelites—men, women and children—gathered around him. They too wept bitterly. 2 Then Shecaniah son of Jehiel, one of the descendants of Elam, said to Ezra, "We have been unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women from the peoples around us. But in spite of this, there is still hope for Israel. 3 Now let us make a covenant before our God to send away all these women and their children, in accordance with the counsel of my lord and of those who fear the commands of our God. Let it be done according to the Law. 4 Rise up; this matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take courage and do it."

 5 So Ezra rose up and put the leading priests and Levites and all Israel under oath to do what had been suggested. And they took the oath.






Ezra  10:1-5

The most remarkable blessing occurred.  Because the faithful Ezra led the people to remember God’s teaching, it led to repentance and a solution from one of the people.   
God calls us to faith and that will cause repentance. 
The cry was—”let’s change now while we still live in hope.”
Jesus told us to pray, “and lead us not into temptation.”  Is that a problem? Does God leads us into temptation or is that a forceful way of saying, Lord, help me live with my eyes open and follow  your lead past temptation and into victory. (deliverance)

John Maxwell writes; “It’s a vicious cycle. As the saying goes, prayer prevents us from sin, and sin prevents us from prayer.  If you’re harboring sin in your life, confess it now and receive God’s forgiveness.  Clear away what is preventing you from connecting with God.”  Partners In Prayer

APPLICATION:

Kent Crockett in his book, The 911 Handbook  tells us clearly why we have to hand it all to God.  He writes:

The alcoholic never dreamed he would end up in the gutter when he took his first drink.  He remembered saying, “One drink never hurt anyone!”

The person who cheated on their mate never dreamed they would eventually lose their family. But remembered thinking, “who will ever know?” 

The fish who took the bait never dreamed a hook was inside and he would end up as lunch.  He never saw the man on the other end of the fishing line. 

The secret of not being a casualty is to stay connected with God and connected with other believers.  

Detrich Bonhoeffer wrote:  ‘Sin demands to have a man by himself…..Sin wants to remain unknown.  It shuns the light.’

We are much more convicted to give God everything when we stand in Him! (The Light) Let’s stand right in the Light of God!

PRAYER:  

Lord  Jesus,  allow me to stay so close to you that I do not try to foolishly keep any secrets from you.  Let our relationship be so tight that I know that you know everything about me.  May my surrender to you be unconditional, uninhibited, and unrestricted! 



In Jesus Name, Amen
